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MAIL STOP PETITION 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Dear Sir: 



1. Applicant hereby petitions, in accordance with § 1.78(a)(3) to claim the benefit 
for the above referenced application under 35 U.S.C. 120 of prior applications (as presented in an 
Amendment dated May 1 1, 2004 in the above referenced application, copy enclosed): 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL f37 CFR 1.8> 




PETITION TO CLAIM BENEFIT UNDER 35 U.S.C. 120 



OF PRIOR FILED APPLICATIONS 



(37 C.F.R 1.78(a)(3)) 



11/15/E004 HALIll 00000019 500369 10016876 
01 FC:1454 1370.00 DA 



Application No. 1 0/0 1 6,276 
Filed: December 6, 2001 
Group Art Unit: 3763 
Page 2 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This patent application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/892,593, filed in the USPTO on June 27, 2001 by Ferguson et a!., which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/433,449, filed November 4, 
1999, U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/434,036, filed November 4, 1999, and U.S. 
Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/619,190, filed July 19, 2000, which claims benefit of 
U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/254,506 filed in the USPTO on December 8, 2000 by 
Thome et al., U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/275,810, filed on March 14, 2001, U.S. 
Provisional Application Serial No. 60/275,886, filed March 14, 2001 and U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/296,968 filed in the USPTO on June 8, 2001 by Barms et al., the entire 
contents of each of these applications being hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

2. Applicant states that the entire delay between the date the claim for the benefit of 
the earlier applications was due under paragraph (a)(2) of 37 C.F.R. § 1.78 and the date this 
claim is filed was unintentional. 



Application No, 10/016,276 
Filed: December 6, 2001 
Group Art Unit: 3763 
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3. The surcharge fee set forth in § 1.17(t), required by 37 C.F.R. 1.78(a)(3)(ii), is 
paid as follows: 

□ Attached is a O check □ money order in the amount of | 00 

^ Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $1370.00 
^ to Deposit Account No. 500369 

□ to Credit card as shown on the attached credit card information 
authorization form PTO-2038 

13 Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any 
overpayment in the manner authorized above. 



A duplicate of this paper is attached. 



Dated: 



Respectfully submitted, 




Mark S. Leonardo, Reg. No. 41,433 

Attorney for Applicants 

Customer No. 21710 

Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels LLP 

One Financial Center, Floor 18, Box IP 

Boston, MA 021 11 

Tel.: 617-856-8145 

Fax: 617-856-8201 
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USPTO TRANSMITTAL Aery Initials: MSL/map 

Docket No.: 20518/62 (f/k/a 20518/ 
10/24.2) 

The following has been received in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on the date stamped 
hereon. Kindly acknowledge receipt by date stamping and placing this card in the outgoing 
mail. 

Barrus et al. 



Inventor(s): 

ApplNo.: 10/016,276 
Filing Date: December 6, 2001 



Title: 



Mailing Date: May 11 , 2004 
Client: Tyco Healthcare Group LP- 
Patent No. 

Issue Date: 

Safety Shield for Medical Needles 



Enclosed is: 

Cenificate of Mailing dated , 

- Amendment Transmittal (1 pg) 

- Amendment (12 pages) 



May 11 , 2004 via First Class Mail 
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Inventor(s): Barrus et al. 
ApplNo.: 10/016,276 
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Mailing Date: May 11 , 2004 
Client: Tyco Healthcare Group LP 
Patent No. 

-.. 'ssue Date- 

T..le: Safety Shield for Medical Needles 
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Cenificate of Mailing dated ■ " i^ay U 

- Amendment Transmittal (1 neT 

- Amendment pages) 
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